
Explore Easter by walking the corridor of art, outside the church, 

along the fence line. Open during daylight hours, Holy Week and 

Easter. Monday 25 March – Sunday 31 March

re:easter

In a landscape of rebuild and restart, 

this interactive art installation looks at Easter 

in the context of our time.

AMEN.
Prayers & Photos by Michael Cropp

Dear Lord, we thank you for all that 
you do for us. For the people that 

surround us, especially our Christian 
brothers and sisters. Help us to trust 

you in all situations. Help us, in all 
situations, to see the beauty that 

surrounds us in this world, ensuring its 
sustainability for all generations yet to 

come.

Dear Lord, I know I gripe about this all 
the time, but be with our governments 
here on earth. For representation of all; 
for giving a voice to the voiceless. We 
pray for those who work in vital social 
justice ministries; give them strength 
and wisdom, Lord. Give us the vision 
to see the injustices created around 

us, and what we can do to restore this 
world to your kingdom.

We pray for our parish, Lord. In the face 
of the worldly diffi culties of rebuilding 
and repairing our buildings, please help 

us not to forget the importance of 
your kingdom! We pray for spiritual and 
physical growth, that you would help us 
to grow your Church here. Help us to 
be truly missional to our community 

and to fi nd needs where they are, 
tending to them with your love. 

Sometimes Lord, it actually feels a 
little bit like we are drowning - in 

our work, in our relationships, in our 
own thoughts. We pray that in these 
situations that you would be there. 

That you would comfort us, that you 
would help us see the water as it is, 
that you’d help us to walk on it with 

faith.

And as you give us this strength, help 
us to recognise that this hope is not 
set on those things which ultimately 
disappoint. Things of this world, such 

as, money, career, recognition…, These 
things weigh us down, Lord, and cloy 
our minds. Help us to be transformed 
by your spirit so that the weight we 

carry is changed, lightened, and that our 
load is emptied.

At the end of the day Lord, you see 
into our souls as if our fl esh were but 
a window. You see past the rain, the 
blemishes, and the grime – and you 

see the colour of our hearts. You know 
what makes each of us tick, what makes 

us happy, excited and keen to spread 
your word. 

Strengthen us so that your passions can be our passions and your ambitions 
can be our ambitions. And that you can help us live this out as best as we can. 
Finally, Lord, regardless of wherever our minds take us, regardless of wherever 
our feet take us, help us to remember that you are always with us. And that we 

may always trust in you.   
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Bible in Schools (now usually called 
‘Christian Religious Education’) has 
been a feature of New Zealand 
society for generations. But lately 
questions have been raised about 
whether it is appropriate for 
children to be exposed to this sort 
of thing. Some have said that it is 
simply not a good use of time in the 
classroom. Others have even called it 
‘brainwashing’.

My thoughts on this issue come 
from growing up in an un-churched 
home, but being taught Bible in 
Schools at Woodend Primary School. I 
remember having teachers of various 
quality, being interested in what was 
said, and thinking that these people 
put up with a lot of nonsense from us!

Many years later, when I came to a 
more thorough exploration of the 
Christian faith at the age of 19, some 
of the things I’d heard in Bible in 
Schools were still with me. My wife, 

who also came from an un-churched 
home in North Canterbury, tells a 
similar story.

Were we brainwashed? If so, our 
Bible in Schools teachers did a poor 
job! Most of my classmates who I 
am still in touch with have not taken 
up Christianity - in most cases, I 
suspect, they haven’t even looked into 
Christianity in any depth.

However what all the children in my 
class did get from Bible in Schools 
was exposure to the Bible - one of 
the most formative documents in our 
society, history, culture and language. 
We were given information and 
experiences which, as we got older, 
we were able to sift and assess and 
interlink with new learnings, so that 
we could come to conclusions of our 
own. Just like children do in many 
important areas of life. 

So from where I stand, claims 
that Bible in Schools is a form of 

brainwashing seem rather ludicrous. 
Bible in Schools is more like a form of 
‘consciousness raising’, where (within 
an approved curriculum) children can 
be exposed to a worldview that has 
helped form our culture, and they can 
then assess that worldview from an 
informed position as they grow older.

That’s why Bible in Schools has always 
seemed to me both a good use of 
class time, and a world away from 
brainwashing. Please pray for Helen 
Wakefi eld and her Bible in Schools 
team at Fendalton School.

Rev. Chris Spark

‘The Mooring Post’ is a phrase from p479 in A New Zealand Prayer Book/He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa. Christ is described 
as the single mooring post for many waka – Ko te Karaiti te pou herenga waka. Christ is the one who unites us.

‘Following Jesus and extending God’s love’ – www.stbarnabas.org.nz‘Following Jesus and extending God’s love’ – www.stbarnabas.org.nz

Bible in Schools: Brainwashing our Children?

APRIL 2013

ANZAC Service & Parade Men’s Brekkie
Saturday 27 April 8am
St Barnabas Hall
Guest Speaker: Daniel Walker 
author of ‘God in a Brothel’

For four years Daniel worked 
exclusively on the international 
arena investigating the sexual 
exploitation and traffi cking 
of women and children 
in more than a dozen countries, 
including the USA. 
Ph. Philip Robinson 351 8213
Tickets $15
Available at the parish offi ce.

Thursday 25 April 10am
St Barnabas Hall

Guest Speaker: Sqdn Ldr
Rob Angelo RNZAF (Ret.)

This is a community 
commemoration and all are 
invited to attend and invite 

friends. Parents and children 
are especially welcome. 

Children are invited to enter a 
colouring competition – pick 

up an entry from the offi ce or 
contact Christine Fokkens on 

happyhomef@gmail.com. Winner 
to be announced at the service.
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TRUST THROUGH TEARS

Grief. It’s a strange word. 

Grief goes beyond and below sadness. It’s different from depression. It has a known 
cause – an event, a loss, an impossible burden from which there is no escape.  At the 
time, grief seems like an interminably dark, no-exit street. Yet experiencing grief is 
part of the human condition.

Jesus knew all about it. He is described as a “man of sorrows, acquainted with grief.” 
(Isaiah chapter 53 verse 3)

Sometimes we can sail along for years without being stricken by any of it. However, 
grief and loss go hand in hand. The older we get, the more losses we inevitably 
experience. One day we have our youth, fi tness and health. Gradually we realise we’re 
losing one, or all three attributes. What’s more shocking and diffi cult is unexpected 
death or absence. Even our recent loss of much of Christchurch’s built environment 
triggers grief. This served to bind us to our personal histories.

Some don’t want to acknowledge sad facts. I had a neighbour who’d reached his 
forties, proud of never having attended a funeral. He couldn’t “deal with death.” It’s 
more likely that he didn’t want to circumnavigate big questions of meaning. They’re 
not what our culture wants to face.

Last Saturday a Christchurch friend of mine hosted a fund-raising morning tea. Her 
extended family has set up a Trust to raise funds for accommodation near the Royal 
Marsden Hospital Sutton, for the families of UK children receiving cancer treatment 
and care.  Why? She was motivated by the need to do something positive, because 
she’d lost her darling nephew, Ben, to a brain tumour. This time last year Ben was still 
with us on earth. 

Aged six, Ben McNicol already had a strong Christian faith. He was a bright, lively 
little boy, who helped his many friends with their school work, and was keen on his 
sport too. Despite successful surgery and a good prognosis, Ben’s tumour returned 
and he died on 26 May 2012. The wonderful thing is, however, that shortly before he 
died, Ben spoke of meeting his friend Jesus.

Ben had an unshakeable belief and a quiet realisation that Jesus would look after 
him and be with him in Heaven, just as he’d been with him here. Ben serves as an 
inspiration to us all. 

Moreover, the actions of the extended family, in establishing the Ben McNicol Trust, show that 
the outworking of grief can be a beautiful thing for the lives of others. 

This side of Heaven, we’ll never know the answers to why some lovely people are taken 
away from us so early. But God’s ways are higher than our ways, and often unfathomable. We 
just have to request and accept comfort from God’s Holy Spirit, and have faith. We need the 
attitude and words of the psalmist in Psalm 31.

 “I trust in you, O Lord.”  I say, “You are my God. My times are in your hand.” 

For more information on the Ben McNicol Trust, see www.benmcnicoltrust.com
                                                                                                      Liesl Johnstone

   DIRECTORY
PARISH OFFICE

Secretary: Marion Cook

8 Tui Street, Christchurch

Ph: 351 7064, Fax: 351 6374

Hours: 9am- 3pm

www.stbarnabas.org.nz

stbarnabas@xtra.co.nz

VICAR

The Rev Mark Chamberlain

Ph 351 7392

mark@stbarnabas.org.nz

PRIEST ASSISTANT

The Rev Philip Robinson

Ph 351 8213 or 027 420 3504

philip@stbarnabas.org.nz

CURATE

The Rev Chris Spark

Ph 351 4930

chris@stbarnabas.org.nz

CHURCH WARDENS

Don Mackenzie (Vicar’s Warden) 

Ph 351 9247

DWMackenzie@xtra.co.nz

Mary Cropp (People’s Warden)

Ph 355 3787

emjaycee59@gmail.com

TREASURER

David Page

Ph 351 5910

davidpage@xtra.co.nz

CARETAKER/VERGER

Greg Brown

Ph 351 3442

verger@stbarnabas.org.nz

MINISTRY ASSISTANT

Kofé Havea

Ph 021 0267 2534

kofe@stbarnabas.org.nz

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Angela Brown

Ph 351 3442

brown_holmwood@xtra.co.nz

ORGANIST & CHOIRMASTER

Denis Guyan

Ph 343 4074

denis@guyan.co.nz

MEDIA ASSISTANT

Michael Cropp

Ph 027 636 1999

michael.cropp@live.com

YOUTH WORKER

Lynda Davies

Ph 022 076 4774

lynda@stbarnabas.org.nz

ST BARNABAS (in the hall)

8.00am  Eucharist, followed by breakfast   
 (Tui Room)

9.00am  Sung Eucharist followed by   
 morning tea (Tui Room)

10.30am  Lifestreams Eucharist with   
 children’s & youth programmes  
 followed by morning tea. 
 Sunday 14 April – All Age service

5.00pm  1st & 3rd Sundays – Evensong
 2nd Sunday – Choral Night Prayer
 4th Sunday – Eucharist

7.00pm  Antioch in the hall for students/  
 young adults but all welcome

MID-WEEK WORSHIP

8.45am  Tuesday to Friday – Morning Prayer
 Wednesday – Eucharist all welcome
 in the Makora Room or Prayer   
 Room at east end of hall.

10.00am  Thursdays – Eucharist
 1st Thursday – Prayer and Healing

ALSO OFFERED...

Home Communion:
Each 2nd & 4th Wednesday in the month.

Communion is also provided at Fendalton 
Retirement Village fortnightly and 
St Winifred‘s & Holly Lea monthly.

SUNDAY WORSHIP

Deadline for May issue:

Friday 12 April
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Baptisms

The parish welcomed into the 

family of the Church:

March

4 Oscar Harry, 

  & Matilda Grace Jellicoe

 Gretel Hannah Gray

Funerals

We offer our deepest sympathy to 

the families and friends of those 

who have died recently:

February

8 Shirley Nairn Sherlock

March

7  Betty Clair Brown

REGISTERDINNERS for EIGHT
Between the months of June and October the 
parish will again be running the ‘Dinners for Eight’ 
programme. Once a month for four months you’re 
invited out for a meal with three of the couples. It’s 
great fun and a neat way to meet new people and 
feel more at home at St Barnabas.

This is a preliminary notice with dates:

June  Friday 21 or Saturday 22 
July  Friday 19 or Saturday 20
August  Friday 16 or Saturday 17
September Friday 20 or Saturday 21
October Saturday 19 in the Parish Hall

Note: The October date is subject to change.

Look for a Registration Form in the coming weeks, 
and join up – to join in.

Robyn Gopperth  351 8097
Pamela Chapman 322 9409

WAFER ROOM 
BAKER NEEDED

A baker for every second Monday 
afternoon and or Friday afternoons.  
Training will be provided.  This is 
an enjoyable task with a fun group 
serving God and supporting the 
parish.

Please contact the Wafer Room 
Managers: Charles and Shirley-
Anne Collins on 343 6263

STOP PRESS
Exciting news! There will be a Parish Fair this year.

The date of the Fair is yet to be confi rmed, but 
keep your eyes open.

With this in mind, for those who love to make jam 
or preserves it is not too early to start.  Tomatoes 
and fruit are available now, but not in October.



Friendship Group 
Resumes 

CAMEO (Come and Meet Each Other) 
has started up again on Thursdays at 1.30pm. 
It offers fellowship and fun to those in the 
parish and community who are looking to 
get out of their homes for a couple of hours 
each week.  CAMEO is held in the Parish Hall 
and the programme offers music, speakers, 
social activities and afternoon tea.  Transport is 
offered.  

Please ring the Parish Offi ce on 351 7064 on 
Thursday morning if you would like a lift.

SUNDAY 28

‘Living the Life’ 
5pm in the Parish Hall.

Usually every fi fth Sunday of the 
month a guest speaker is invited to 
share something of how they live 

their life as a Christian. Guest to be 
announced soon!

FRIDAY 10

Youth Group 
Starts again for term two.

It meets Friday nights as a fun 
youth community centred around 

Christ.
school years 7-9 7-8.40pm
school years 10-13 8.15-10pm

THURSDAY 25

ANZAC Parade and Service 
Thursday 25 April 10am.

In St Barnabas Church Hall
A community commemoration
all welcome! With a colouring 
competition for the children.

What’s Coming Up?

SATURDAY 27

SUNDAY 14

Daylight Saving Ends!
Don’t forget to put your clocks 

back 1 hour by 2am.

All Age Service
Lifestreams at 10.30am

Held twice per term, this service 
is informal and very suitable for 

families.
‘All age’ means there’s something 

for everyone!

Men’s Breakfast 
All men are invited to this exciting 
occasion, 8am in the hall. A great 

chance to invite a neighbour 
or friend.  Our guest speaker is 
former international undercover 

policeman Daniel Walker.
Tickets $15 at the Parish Offi ce.

6

The 2013 fundraising programme got 
under way with an entertaining and 
educational Quiz Night - thanks to 
Quizmaestro Eleanor Horne and her 
team, who provided the questions, 
the supper and the prizes! (Maybe 
we should have had prizes for the 
craziest answers!)

There are a number of events 
coming up to look forward to (some 
dates to be confi rmed):
• Court Theatre evening  in April
• Tongan Concert in June, thanks 

to the Havea family and the 
Tongan community

• Patronal Party early June a 
Variety Concert at Medbury on 
Sat 29 June

• Winter Concert Series - four 
concerts across from June to 
September. Following on from 
the successes of 2012 we will 
again be featuring well-known 
Christchurch performers in the 
Parish Hall.

• Parish Fair. ‘Aaaarrrggghh - a 

what?’  I hear you cry.  Yes, a 
Parish Fair in October!

• Garden Tour in November

There will also most likely be 
a Raffl e, a Sponsored Walk, and 
Holiday Houses offered (please 
contact Cam Moore if you can spare 
your holiday home for a weekend or 
three).

For more details keep an eye on the 
next Parish Magazine and the weekly 
pew sheets...

Steve Johnston

Fun Raising Fundraising

APRIL APRIL APRIL

APRIL APRIL MAY

SUNDAY 7

How long have you been a member of the 
parish?
 Ben:   After church-hopping for most of my time 
in Dunedin, I was keen to settle into a church quickly in 
Christchurch when I moved here in 2011. St. Barnabas was 
the second church I visited and I found it so welcoming that 
I’ve stayed ever since. 

 Cheryl:  I have been involved in the parish for 11 
years.

What area of parish life are you most 
involved in?
 Ben:  I try to get involved in as much as I can. I 

go to either Lifestreams 
or Antioch each week. 
Occasionally both, if I 
am rostered to serve in 
some way. I’m part of the 
Blacksmiths Men’s Bible 
study, the Lifestreams 
oversight group LOGos, 
and the Discipleship Team. 
I have led Lenten studies, 
try to make it along to the 
Friday morning Antioch 
prayer meeting and made a 

guest appearance as Foozle 
the clown! 

 Cheryl:  I attend 
the AAW In Betweens 
Group where I am 
Treasurer, and Lifestreams 
on a Sunday.  I make myself 
available to help there with 
the under 5s.  On Fridays 
I attend Mainly Music with 
my granddaughter.

What excites you 
most about being elected to Vestry – what 
can you offer?
 Ben:  I’m really looking forward to getting a better 
understanding of how the church functions, and learning 
from the collective wisdom of Vestry. I hope I can also be a 
voice for a number of groups within the church that I am 
connected to. I completed my Theology degree in 2009 so 
hopefully I can offer a few biblical and theological insights 
too.

 Cheryl:  Vestry will be a new experience for me.  I 
hope to work along with other members of the team and 
contribute in some way to the work that is done behind the 
scenes.

The 2013 Parish AGM was held on 
Wednesday 27 March. The following 
notes are just an excerpt of the 
meeting’s discussions.

Vicar’s Report:  Mark highlighted 10 
signifi cant factors that have given ‘new 
life’ to the parish during the past year: 
• Initiatives from the Discipleship 

Team
• Start of the CAMEO Group
• The Social Action Group 
• The Mooring Post with its new and 

lively format
• Children’s Holiday Programme
• Stability and growth in Youth
• St Thomas’ closing and the ‘easy 

fi t’ of their congregation with St 
Barnabas

• Response to the Stewardship 
Campaign

• Warm reception visitors received
• Progress on the Maintenance of our 

buildings.

Members of Vestry elected:  Linda 
Adams, Cheryl Earl, Corinne Haines, 
Leni Havea, Rebecca Sewell, Alison Tait, 
Ben Truman, Maurice Walker, Patsy 
Wardell, Chris Wilson.  
Vicar’s Warden: Don Mackenzie.
People’s Warden: Mary Cropp
Treasurer: David Page.  
Reviewer: Alistair Sheard
Synod Reps: Steve Wakefi eld, Mary 
Cropp, Moka Ritchie.

St Barnabas Trust:  Trust Chairman, 
Richard Ballantyne, spoke passionately 
about the Trust.  To date just over 
$249,000 of the $1 million needed had 
been had been given or pledged.  He 
reminded us that the insurance will not 
cover the work needed, and that we 
will need the extra $1 million dollars 
when the repairs get the go ahead.

Maintenance Fund Raising:  The 
parish will concentrate this year on 
three primary projects: a Fair, Variety 
Concert, and Garden Tour.  Other 

initiatives are still welcome.

Outreach Giving:  The Vestry wished 
to acknowledge the many needs 
outside our parish. As a result a motion 
was agreed upon which encourages the 
Vicar, Wardens and Vestry to seek ways 
to support and assist specifi c projects 
outside the parish each year, and to 
aspire to give up to 10% of parish 
income to these outside projects.

Acknowledgements:  Appreciation 
was expressed in different ways for the 
Vicar’s leadership, the staff and myriad 
volunteers who work quietly and 
effectively, for retiring Vestry members 
and the Waimairi/Fendalton Council for 
their ongoing help and support.

AGM booklets are still available from 
the Parish Offi ce if you would like more 
information. 

NEW TO VESTRY!
Introducing Cheryl Earl and Ben Truman
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Grief goes beyond and below sadness. It’s different from depression. It has a known 
cause – an event, a loss, an impossible burden from which there is no escape.  At the 

Jesus knew all about it. He is described as a “man of sorrows, acquainted with grief.” 

Sometimes we can sail along for years without being stricken by any of it. However, 

experience. One day we have our youth, fi tness and health. Gradually we realise we’re 

death or absence. Even our recent loss of much of Christchurch’s built environment 

extended family has set up a Trust to raise funds for accommodation near the Royal 
Marsden Hospital Sutton, for the families of UK children receiving cancer treatment 

she’d lost her darling nephew, Ben, to a brain tumour. This time last year Ben was still 

little boy, who helped his many friends with their school work, and was keen on his 
sport too. Despite successful surgery and a good prognosis, Ben’s tumour returned 
and he died on 26 May 2012. The wonderful thing is, however, that shortly before he 

Fendalton Parish Annual General Meeting
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WELCOME TO ST BARNABAS!
An interview with Marcus and Emma Read

Tell us a little about your family.
 We have three boys Theo (5), Freddie (3) and Jasper 
(7mths). We met growing up in Rangiora and moved to 
Christchurch four years ago after living in Auckland and 
London for a number of years.

 What’s your favourite holiday destination?
 We like going to Leigh (a small town north of 
Auckland) over the summer with Marcus’s family. It has 
beautiful beaches and is a fantastic place to be on holiday.

How did you come to join St Barnabas?
 We wanted to belong to a local church so we could 
build more relationships in the community around us. We 
received an invitation to the Christmas services in our 
mailbox and decided to visit the Lifestreams service in the 
New Year.

Why do you follow Jesus?
 Because He loves us and gave His life for us.

How does being a Christian affect your work?
 Emma works hard caring for our boys and tries to 
point them and others towards God’s love and grace. In the 
preschool and school activities that happen throughout the 
week there are many opportunities to build friendships and 
share how God is relevant in our lives. Emma is planning 
to start a book bindery from our home and loves to make 

beautiful objects for people to treasure.
 Marcus works for a construction project 
management company that looks to create and reinvigorate 
buildings in this city and throughout New Zealand, which is 
currently helping Christchurch recover from the disaster of 
the earthquakes. In his teenage years God gave Marcus the 
vision of working in disaster relief situations, although he 
never expected that this would come to pass so close to 
home! Marcus likes to think of his work as creative worship, 
bringing together people and skills to shape, rejuvenate or 
restore places for people to love, work in, and enjoy. 

At the Diocesan Synod in September our Bishop called us to a year 
of prayer and study. As a result a Lenten study series called ‘The 
Praying Life’ was prepared. In our parish close to 100 people in 
different groups are engaged in these studies. Here are some exciting 
responses from some of the ten groups who are meeting:   

Monday evening:  “Our group was very positive about the 
Lenten study. The book was beautifully illustrated and ‘comfortably 
challenging’, leading into new insights and some fascinating 
discussions.  Remarks were also made about the academic analysis 
being stimulating, but not too ‘high brow’!”  

Wednesday morning:  “The course provided very valuable 
refreshment on aspects of prayer which some of us may have been 
neglecting. We liked the way each study was fi rmly based on Jesus’ 
teachings, leading into deeper consideration of the importance and 
power of prayer.”  Jean Smith & Kathleen Laycock

Thursday evening:  “Our Lenten group gathered to walk with the 
Lord towards his Easter crisis and glorious victory.  As we followed 
the excellent guide we found ourselves more grounded in faith and 
hope, witness and study, serious concentration and lots of fun! It 
doesn’t come better than that!”  Ron Newton

Lenten Study Groups

Aim:  To unite in prayer and participate in the mission 
of the Church.  To promote, safeguard and 

nurture Christian family life   

Afternoon Group
Wednesday 3 April @2pm in the Tui Room

Speaker: Margaret Duffy on her Textile Art Company, 
also demonstrating wool dyeing. All welcome.

Leader:  Yvonne Cummins 358 2153

In Betweens’ Group
Tuesday 16 April @ 7.30pm in the Parish Hall

Speaker: Liz Griffi ths - Travels in Ethiopia

There. will be a Sales Table for the Church Restoration 
Fund. Please remember to bring used stamps.

Leader:  Mary Mills 358 2230

Association of 
Anglican Women
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Exceptional Price | Enviable Lifestyle | Enjoyable Company 

Contact us now for more information about retiring to our 

gracious surroundings at Bishopspark Retirement Living 

www.anglicanliving.org.nz  |  03 977 2320 

 

BISHOPSPARK 

Retirement Living 

24 Dorset Street, 

Christchurch 

Are you getting the most out of your medicines?

Do you understand your medicines? Do you sometimes forget to take your 

medicines? Are you unsure of the best time to take your medicine? Have your 

medicines changed recently? Need help? Got questions?

Contact us at Fendalton Mall Pharmacy for information 
about our FREE Medication Management Service

!

THE TRANSITIONAL, 
‘CARDBOARD’ CATHEDRAL

Often in the Church’s history, it has 
engaged enthusiastically in prophetic 
activity. That is, through word or action, 
walked in Christ’s footsteps ‘beyond 
the gates’ giving a clear lead. Such 
living involves risk. Stepping out of our 
comfort zone to walk on unknown and 
unchartered roads is uncomfortable but 
always exciting. 

The Transitional ‘Cardboard’ Cathedral 
project presented to the Cathedral 
Chapter and the Diocese is a unique 
opportunity to re-engage with the 
prophetic. Though there have been 
many dissenting voices heard, the 
decision to proceed with this project 
will in hindsight be seen as a watershed 
moment in the life of the Church. While 
most, if not all, other rebuild projects 
to date play it safe, the Transitional 
‘Cardboard’ Cathedral pushes the 
boundaries. In this project, we are 
presenting an economic, creative and 
beautiful lead to the city as it seeks a 
way ahead.

A sign that we are on the right 
path with this unique Cathedral is 
seen through the massive national 
and international following we have 
experienced. While Christchurch 
grumbles, others see this building as 
fascinating and groundbreaking. 

The latest media enquiry came from 
the ‘Engineering Insight Magazine’. In 
response, our Fire Engineer (from 
Holmes Fire) conveyed something of 
his thoughts on the project. His words I 
think sum up the general feeling of the 
project team:

“We chased this project because it 
looked so iconic and unique... For the fi re 
engineers, seeing the completed cathedral, 
signed off, safe and yet still a beautiful 
clean-lined space, will be a real moment of 
satisfaction. We just wanted to be part of 
this,” says Mr Millar. “Guys from across the 
offi ce got involved because they could see it 
was one to be proud of.”

Be excited.  A new icon rises from the 
rubble.

Rev. Craig Dixon
Christchurch Cathedral

The St Barnabas Fendalton Trust has 
been set up to raise funds for the 
maintenance and repair of parish 
buildings.  Our church is one of the 
few remaining stone churches in 
Christchurch, is situated on a main 
city route, and was built as a war 
memorial.  This church deserves to 
be repaired so that the legacy of 
those visionary parishioners of past 
years is maintained and our much 
loved church continues to be our 
community’s focal point. 

Despite good insurance cover, there 
is a shortfall as a result of the policy 
excess, costs involved in strengthening 
the building up to the code and 
other compliance costs. We are 

seeking to raise $1 million. The Trust’s 
Chair is Richard Ballantyne who is 
enthusiastically offering his time and 
energy to help us meet our target.  
We have raised more than $249,000 
but still have a long way to go. 

We need your support now. Please 
prayerfully consider how much 
you can give to the Trust to help us 
reach this target before the repair 
work on the church commences.  As 
parishioners we need to support the 
Trust with our own donations, and 
need to urge others to do so.  
  
Brochures about the Appeal are 
available from the Parish Offi ce with 
full details as you consider what 
your donation will be.  If you would 
like a visitor to call and offer more 
information, please phone our Parish 
Secretary, Marion Cook, on 351 7064.   
No amount is too small. Please give 
generously. 

Corinne Haines – Trust Treasurer

St Barnabas’ Fendalton Trust


