KEY NEWS ITEMS - 19th MARCH, 2011: 
New items have an asterisk - follow link below for old items
· New Sunday Worship Times – 8am, 9am, 10.30am, 5pm and 7pm - details below 

· St Barnabas Church - not cleared for use yet 

· St Thomas' - cleared for use! *

· Daily Prayer – meet in the Makora room, Tues - Fri at 8.45am 

· Food Parcel Packing – for Salvation Army - volunteers required

· Freezer Meals and Baking wanted – Ring Marion in the office 

· City Mission Food Donations wanted - bring to parish office, any food welcomed

· Respite Accommodation - offered in Kaikoura or South Canterbury

Worship Service Times: Sunday’s worship service times are as follows

· 8am – NZPB in the hall

· 9am – Eucharist in the hall (this was the 10am church congregation)

· 9.30am - St Thomas, Strowan Rd – BCP

· 10.30am – lifestreams in the hall 

· 5pm – Evensong 

· 7pm – Antioch in the hall – Young Adults worship 

· Harvest Festival on March 27th - including Girl Guide Parade @ 9am service

Parish Buildings: *During the week I met with the group headed by Steve Wakefield charged by Vestry with the oversight of our insurance claims and repairs following the recent earthquakes.  We are aware that the Church Property Trustees have to process an enormous number of insurance claims and so we are endeavouring to be proactive in making progress on our own buildings.  Please note the following;

· The structural engineer contracted by the Church Property Trustees insurer has made an initial inspection of the church and we have now received his written report.

· We are also in the process of commissioning a detailed engineering remediation report.

· We are communicating with the Church Property Trustees to ensure the process of remediation is as rapid as possible.

Because St Barnabas is such an important Parish, Diocesan and community resource we have received encouragement from the Bishop to pursue its repair with urgency.  St Thomas' is now cleared for use but the St Thomas' hall requires some work before it can be used.  This is being progressed.

Link with St Chad’s Linwood.  Our partnership with Linwood is now confirmed and we have been asked to undertake the following;

· Prepare and serve a midday meal on March 25th for 80 people at the St Chad's Community Lunch - Mary Mills coordinating

· Prepare biscuits and slices for their Drop In Centre - Mary Mills coordinating

· Arrange for some good listeners to be present at their Drop In Centre to chat and listen to the folk who come in

· There are other options we are exploring as well like finance and advocacy

Pastoral Care: * We are getting a little more organised with people heading up specific pastoral areas of the parish and forming teams.   Last week five parishioners received special training in trauma counselling and pastoral care and their skills will be invaluable in the coming months.  Kofe Havea and Marjorie Smart are coordinating their deployment.

Earthquake Response Fund:  Our parish has set up a special fund to assist those who are in desperate need as a result of the earthquake - this money will be administered by the Vicar in consultation with the Wardens.  If you would like to contribute please phone Marion in the office on 351 7064 or if you know of a need please let me know.*

‘Salvation Army Packing’: The Salvation Army requires volunteers working part or full days, to help prepare food parcels and hygiene parcels for the eastern suburbs in their Hornby warehouse.  15 parishioners have already offered to help and 500 food parcels were packed yesterday - thank you!  Our coordinator is Tony McGowan - contact him on 351 4119 or email gatewood@clear.net.nz if you would like to help. 

Food: We are now collecting food for the City Mission and dropping it off either at their Riccarton or Linwood depot.  Greg Brown is coordinating this together with Marion.  Originally they were only asking for certain foods but now are taking any food that is offered.

Fibre Craft Group: Working and talking can be very therapeutic! Learn to spin, knit, crochet, tat or dye at this new group responding to the need to do things together and talk through our earthquake experiences.  Each Wednesday 10am - 12 noon in the St Barnabas youth room - open to anyone - share a cuppa, chat and work on your current project.  Contact is Margaret Duffy

Respite Accommodation: The Parish of Kaikoura have offered a self-contained and furnished flat for the use of individuals or families who need 2 or 3 days rest and relaxation away from our shattered city.   There is no charge.  I have further details – please contact Marion in the office or me directly on 0274 327474. Respite accommodation is also being offered at a South Canterbury farm stay - ring Rev Philip on 0274 203504 for more information.

Grace and peace,

Rev Mark
