Greetings to all in Christ’s name,

I write this to you just three days after a yet more devastating earthquake has struck our city.  After attending to our own families and homes, our parish staff and I have been trying to contact all parishioners to ensure that they are safe and well.  So far we have found church members to be in good heart and receiving support from family but appreciating the pastoral care that is being offered.  Yesterday I spent some time at the Fendalton New World Supermarket making contact with folk going in and out, giving them some encouragement and an understanding conversation.  Rev Chris Spark has also been engaging with people in the community.

Damage: St Barnabas has sustained considerable further damage with new cracks around the west and east end and new cracks adjacent to the tower.  The old cracks on the north wall have become significantly larger.  St Thomas’ has some internal damage but the structure itself seems sound.  As we did in September last year, we have engaged the services of a Structure Engineer who we hope will visit our buildings before the end of the week to give a professional judgement on their use.  Both the hall and the administration building seem to be sound but we await the engineers report to confirm that we can use them for public gatherings.  Electricity, water and sewerage are operational.

Sunday Services:  Worship services will be held either in the hall or outside on Sunday at 8am, 10am and 7pm.  The 10am service will be a lifestreams and 10am combined service and the 7pm will combine Antioch and Evensong.  All services will be reasonably short but I will make time for people to share together, read from scripture and celebrate the Eucharist.

Cancellations: Mainly Music and Friday Zone are both cancelled as is Friday Youth Group.

Communication: Please phone the Parish Office if you have any need that you think we may be able to help with.  We have had a number of offers of help and we will endeavour to match those in need with the offers.  The March edition of The Mooring Post will be available for distribution on Friday March 4th.

AGM: In consultation with the Wardens and Staff I have decided to postpone the AGM for about a month.  The exact date will be announced in good time.  As a result Heuchan Parr’s farewell as Verger will also be postponed.

The Future: At this stage we are taking things one day at a time because of the changing situation.  However we need to continue to offer pastoral care to one another as the enormity of our experience begins to sink in.  This will be required not just for weeks but for months to come.  We also want to offer help to other Anglican parishes especially in the eastern part of the city.  If we need to use our hall for an extended period of time for worship we may need to look at changing some of our gathering times.  We will talk all of this through.

Prayer: Yesterday I spoke to our Archbishop, David Moxon, and he assured me that the whole Anglican Communion was praying for us.  Being aware of the faithful prayers of Anglicans and others around the world is both comforting and strengthening.  Please continue to pray for one another as we rally together and face this enormous challenge for our parish – let’s continue to offer kindness and love – let’s continue to offer practical help and support.

Blessings in Christ,

Rev Mark Chamberlain

